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(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract; With the deepening of the relationship between universities and society, social service of uni-
versities is becoming more and more important. The development of social service of universities could
be divided into three stages: the preliminary stage of government-led development, the accelerating
stage of development driven by the "triple helix" model, and the advanced stage of development with
extensive participation. The main feature of social service of universities in modern times is extensive
participation, and it has great influences on the development of higher education and the whole socie-
ty. Chinese universities have made some achievements in serving needs of social development, but
presently there still exist obstacles, such as lack of long-term planning and targeted guidance in poli-
cies, uneven development among regions and fields, insufficient diversity and participation of partici-
pants, insufficient learning from international experience and low level of international communication
and cooperation. Therefore, in the future, China needs to make long-term planning, strengthen targe-
ted guidance, promote balanced development of regions and fields, introduce multiple participants,
improve the degree of participation, reasonably learn from international experience, and continuously
push forward international communication and cooperation to promote comprehensive social service of
Chinese universities.

Key words: higher education; university functions; social service; extensive participation; " Double

First-Class" construction



