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Discrimination on Technology and Skill
Jiang Dayuan

Since opinions vary on the meaning of technology and skill and their relationship, vocational edu-
cation and even engineering education are confused interms of the pattern and rank orientation of a
school. It also causes the dilemma of curriculum development and teaching implement. Therefore, it
is necessary to discriminate technology from skill. From the perspective of semantics, technology re-
fers to technology based on principles, which means engineering technology. It alsorefers to technolo-
gy based on work, which means vocational technology and manifests as skill. From the perspective of
philosophy. technology not only includes technology based on human, which can be called as embod-
ied technology and manifests as skill, but also includes technology based on objects, which can be
called as disembodied technology. This means that from whichever perspective, the skill is apart or
another form of technology. Likewise, from the perspective of psychological science, the skill can be
divided into motor skill and intellectual skill based on its psychological type orientation. From the per-
spective of vocational science, the skill can be divided into general skill and specialized skill. This also
means that from whichever perspective, the skill is technology related with human, that is, personi-
fied technology or embodied technology. Thus technology and skill develop together and run parallel.
They are equivalent to but different from each other. In the form of expression, technology and skill
present symmetric and symbiotic coupling structure and gestalt and overall chain structure. Only
when we understand the symbiotic and interactive relationship between technology and skill, can we
fully comprehend the essence of technology and skill and the relationship among different levels in

modern vocational education system.



